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ight the Good Fight is a four-week

devotional guide designed to stir the
believer’s affections for spiritual awakening.
Each week features a devotional reading
drawn from the teaching of Sinclair Ferguson,
W. Robert Godfrey, and Derek Thomas to
focus our attention on the means that God
uses to bring about awakening. These
devotionals are paired with reflection
and discussion questions and prompts for
practical action to pursue throughout the
week. Asyou read and reflect, may God grant
you a deeper awareness of His grace and the
power of His Spirit to bring true awakening.




INTRODUCTION

THE NEED FOR AWAKENING

by Sinclair Ferguson

“A REVIVAL-AN AWAKENING -
ISNOT SOMETHING THAT CAN
BE PLANNED.

he modern state of the church is a dire one.

The contemporary church suffers from
an enormous impoverishment of worship,
and an obvious signal of this is seen at the end
of worship services. After the benediction is
pronounced, people rush to get on with the
next part of their business. This indicates
that people know little about what they have
just been doing and are strangers to that
overwhelming sense of the presence of the
God whom they have just been praising. Those
who know this sense want to linger in His
presence and continue to worship Him, and
anything else would be a distraction from their
greatest delights.

Anotherindication of the need of churches
is that they build massive ecclesiastical
structures, yet the least-attended meeting
within them is almost always the meeting for prayer. The meeting for
prayer and the prayerfulness of God’s people says everything about a
desire for the presence and blessing of God.

Third is the powerlessness of the church’s witness. Statisticians say
that few people who come into the membership of evangelical churches
are becoming members because they have been recently converted
to faith in Jesus Christ. The same, incidentally, is true of Reformed
churches. In the last decade, very few people have joined Reformed
churches because of conversion. In some sense, it may surely be said
that “Ichabod” has been written all over ecclesiological life in these
days and that the glory has departed (see 1 Sam. 4:21). Yet few people
recognize this, since they have not had so much of a sense of what the
glory of God really is that they might notice its departure.
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A revival—an awakening—
is not something that can be
planned. It is a reality that God
gives. It is not worked up from
earth; it is not even worked up
by prayer. It is sent down by
God from heaven as a season
of refreshing by His presence.
What marks it is not that God
does things that He does not
ordinarily do. Regeneration and
conversion are not superseded
by revival and awakening.
Instead, God does ordinary

things in an extraordinary way. In doing so,
He both awakens the church from its lethargy
and rescues the spiritually dead from their
judgment and condemnation.

These seasons are found in the pages of
the Old Testament and in the early chapters
of Acts. They are recorded throughout the
history of the ages, and these
seasons always have the same
characteristics. First, there is
an intensification of spiritual
experience, especially an
intensification of a sense of
guilt before a holy God and joy
in the forgiveness of sins by that
holy God. Second, there is a
movement from pleasure in the

things of grace to profound joy in the things
of grace. And third, there is an acceleration of
God’s work.

Jonathan Edwards writes in his History of
the Work of Redemption: “From the fall of man,
to our day, the work of redemption in its effect
has mainly been carried on by remarkable
communications of the Spirit of God. Though
there be a more constant influence of God’s
Spirit always in some degree attending His
ordinances; yet the way in which the greatest
things have been done towards carrying on
this work, always have been remarkable
effusions, at special seasons of mercy.”

Throughout the history of redemption,
God brings seasons when He gives restoration
and significant advance through periods
of awakening. Two realities are true:
Without awakening, the church would die.
With awakening, the church is projected
into and stabilized for the future.
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WEEK 1

THE NEW BIRTH:
AWAKENED BY GOD’S SPIRIT

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS

John 3:1-21

INTRODUCTION

How does awakening begin? Most fundamentally, it begins
with the new birth. The new birth is God’s sovereign work of
awakening. Without the new birth in the hearts of individuals,
greater awakening is impossible. In this devotional, Dr. Derek
Thomas reminds us of the necessity of the new birth and our
utter dependence on the mercies of God for awakening.

DEVOTIONAL

hat does it mean to be awakened in the sense of being brought out of darkness and into
light? John 3 answers this question.

This passage recounts the story of Nicodemus, who comes to Jesus by night. Some understand
that Nicodemus chooses the night because it would be easier or more discreet to meet Jesus at
night. We might also note how John is concerned with the symbols of light and darkness, and
in so many ways, Nicodemus walks and lives in the night. At this point, he has no true spiritual
understanding.

The drama in this passage occurs in verse 3, where Jesus says “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

The first thing to see here is the absolute necessity of a new birth. Jesus uses the word “unless,”
which is an absolute term. Only one way leads into the kingdom of God, and it is by a new birth.
Short of this, Jesus says that a man cannot enter. Without new birth, one cannot apprehend or
understand and remains on the outside. Nicodemus is in this position when he comes to Jesus,
and Jesus says “Unless” and “You cannot.” He leaves no other way into the kingdom of God
except by a second birth.

The second thing we see is the extraordinary nature of awakening. Not only is the new
birth a necessity, but it is a work in which God is absolutely and totally sovereign. There is no
cooperation. It is not 50 percent man and 50 percent God.

Jesus then uses an illustration in which He talks about the wind blowing. Someone may see
that the wind is blowing, but he cannot stand outside and say, “Wind, blow on my face.” The wind
blows where it wills. Similarly, man is not in control of his salvation. The most significant thing

about our lives—what happens after death and where eternity
is spent—is not in our control. All anyone can do is cry for mercy.
The Holy Spirit must come from above, renew, and make new.

What hope can we have that God will bring people to life? He
will do it because of what we read in John 3:16: “For God so loved
the world.” God loved this wretched world, this fallen world,
this cursed world, this evil world, this Jesus-cursing world. God
loved this world, and He gave His only Son. He did not spare Him
but freely delivered Him up for His people.

“NOT ONLY IS THE NEW
BIRTH A NECESSITY, BUT IT
IS AWORK IN WHICH GOD IS
ABSOLUTELY AND TOTALLY
SOVEREIGN.”

Third, this passage calls us to consider the evidence of the
new birth. Just as no one has a memory of being in the womb or
amemory of the moment he was conceived, regeneration takes
place at an unconscious level. People only know that they were
born by evidence. What is the evidence of birth? There is life,
warmth, a heartbeat, and a pulse.

Was Nicodemus converted? He appears twice more in
John. In chapter 7, we see him reminding his colleagues in the
Sanhedrin that the law requires that an accused person have
the right to defend himself and to be heard before a sentence is
passed. The next time he appears is in John 19 with Joseph of
Arimathea, and he has purchased spices to prepare the body of
Jesus for burial. He bought massive quantities of these spices. He
is clearly generous, and he is certainly moved by Jesus. But was
he saved? Did he have a new heart?

Every Christian must ask this of himself. God may call him
home today, and he will need certainty and assurance that he is
born again, because the natural man cannot enter the kingdom
of God. He cannot enter heaven. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh. The question that must be answered today is this: “Am
Itwice born? Am I born again?” If the answer is uncertain, then
a call is necessary. Call on God to reveal His mercy and to come
and quicken. He is able to bring one out of darkness and into light.
And here is the reassurance: Whoever calls on the name of the
Lord Jesus will be saved.

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

1. In what ways does John 3:1-21 teach the
necessity of the new birth?

2. How does the new birth bring glory to
God? Does the fact that it is a sovereign
work of God mean that people who have not

experienced it are without hope?

3. What evidences of new spiritual life should
be visible in a person who has been born

again?

4. Are you born again? Is there any uncertainty
in your heart about this? What is your only
hope?

CALL TO ACTION

READ daily John 3:1-21, Titus 3:4-7, and
Ezekiel 36:25-27.

MEMORIZE Jesus' words from John 3:3: “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

PRAY each day for God’s mercy in awakening,
whether it be for the mercy of the Spirit's
regenerating your heart or renewing what has

grown cold.

GATHER members of your church to pray with
you about awakening and engage someone in

a conversation about John 3.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Awakening Prayer Guide from Ligonier

Ministries
Born Again with R.C. Sproul

“A Heavenly Birth” from Who Is the Holy Spirit?
with Sinclair B. Ferguson

“Regeneration” by Ligonier Ministries
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WEEK 2

HIM WE PROCLAIM:
CHRIST-EXALTING PREACHING

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS

Acts 2

INTRODUCTION

Awakening is always related to the exaltation of Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. When the Spirit of God moves among His
people, attention shifts away from us to the Savior. In this
devotional, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson demonstrates how the Christ-
exalting preaching in the book of Acts characterizes the type of
preaching that accompanies awakening.

DEVOTIONAL

O ne might say that the day of Pentecost inaugurated the first awakening of the new covenant
period. Of course, Pentecost was an unrepeatable event, as unrepeatable as the day of
Jesus’ crucifixion and the day of Jesus’ ascension. But the early chapters of Acts make clear
that elements in the day of Pentecost were not only repeatable but were repeated in that early
season of the church’s life. The day of Pentecost did not happen again, but many of the Spirit-
given realities that marked that day came again and again like waves beating on the shore.
These realities—an intensification of spiritual experience, an acceleration of the gospel, and a
multiplication of those who were converted—were characteristic of the opening section of Acts.

Pentecost was the day when the Holy Spirit came, but Pentecost was not a day about the
Holy Spirit. In fact, once Peter gave the text of his sermon, he made only two references to the
Holy Spirit during the rest of the sermon because he understood what Jesus meant when He
said, “When the Spirit comes, He will glorify Me” (see John 16:14). One of the things that takes
place in an awakening is that there is a direction in preaching, and that direction is toward the
blessed God and to the One in whom He has provided salvation.

One of the things that happens when the Holy Spirit comes in awakening is that preaching
is re-centered on Jesus Christ. Conversations are re-centered on Jesus Christ. This happened
on the day of Pentecost, in punctuating times through the early chapters of Acts, and in Peter’s
understanding of what happened in the household of Cornelius (see Acts 10:34-43). Jesus Christ
is exalted in all His majesty and glory. The fullness and sufficiency of Christ is so set before people
that they realize He is all-sufficient for all the needs of all the people all the time. And they see
that He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him.
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Jonathan Edwards, when he described what happens
when Christ is exalted, said that some are struck with the glory
and wonderfulness of the dying love of Christ, some with the
sufficiency and preciousness of His blood, others with the value
and glory of His obedience and righteousness, some with the
excellency and loveliness of Christ, some with His divinity,
and others with the excellency of the way of salvation and the
suitableness of it to their needs.

“AND THEY SEE THAT

HE IS ABLE TO SAVE TO
THE UTTERMOST THOSE
WHO COME TO GOD
THROUGH HIM.”

How can that happen? Only when Jesus Christ is set before
people in the fullness of the biblical testimony so they see how
great and how all-sufficient He really is. When there is this
coming of the Spirit, the people of God are crying out inwardly
in such a way that by God’s grace it draws out of their preachers,

“Tell us about Christ, tell us about Christ,” because, as Jesus says,
it is when the Spirit glorifies Him that men and women are
convicted of sin and righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-9).

This was Paul’s ministry. He said, “I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”
(1 Cor. 2:2). Many ministers have chosen that text as the opening
textof their ministry, but I think God would be more pleased if they
had all been able to choose it as the closing text of their ministry.

“Jesus Christ,” says Paul, “was publicly portrayed before you”
(see Gal. 3:1). “Him we proclaim” (Col. 1:28).

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

1. What do you think is the purpose of
preaching?

2. How should we evaluate the quality of

preaching?

3. What have been your experiences with man-
centered preaching? How did they differ

from hearing Christ-exalting preaching?

4. What does it mean to preach the fullness of
Jesus Christ?

CALL TO ACTION

READ Peter’s sermons and speeches in Acts
2:14-39; 3:11-4:4; 4:8-12; 5:29-32; and 10:34—
43 and note every way that Christ is exalted.

MEMORIZE Acts 4:12: “And there is salvation
in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be

saved.”

PRAY each day for the Spirit to increase
your desire and affection for Christ-exalting
preaching that will daily spill into Christ-

exalting conversations with others.

INVITE someone to your church to hear the
preaching of God's Word.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

“On Preaching Christ” from The Soul Winner by
Charles H. Spurgeon

Preachers and Preaching with R.C. Sproul

"

Preaching Christ” by R.C. Sproul

"Preaching Christ's Resurrection” from The Life
of Peter: Molded in the Master’s Hands with
Derek W.H. Thomas

A DEVOTIONAL ON AWAKENING


https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/on-preaching-christ-spurgeon
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WEEK 3

DONOT GROW WEARY:
PRAYER AS A FRUIT OF AWAKENING

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS

Luke 11:1-13;
18:1-8

INTRODUCTION

In times of awakening, God stirs His people to pray earnestly.
Prayer is not the means by which we bend God’s will for
awakening, but it is something that He is pleased to use as the
fruit of awakening. In this devotional, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey
shows how Christ encourages His people to pray by His example,
command, and instruction that our prayers might be more
spiritually focused.

DEVOTIONAL

O ne of the key ingredients in any awakening is prayer. Prayer does not put God under obligation

or stir Him to change His mind and do something that He never intended to do. Rather, prayer
is a gift and a privilege. It is often instrumental in awakening, but it is also a fruit of awakening.
Jesus’ teaching on prayer in Luke is therefore helpful for us to consider. Luke 18:1 says, “And
he told them a parable that they ought always to pray and not to lose heart.” This could also be
translated “that they ought always to pray and not to grow weary.” Praying is hard, but Jesus
calls His people to pray.

First, Jesus calls His people to pray by His own example. In his Gospel, Luke recounts Jesus
praying regularly. Jesus is the eternal Son of God. He exists forever in the most intimate unity
with the Father and the Spirit and shares constant communion with them. Why does Jesus
need to pray? He prays not merely to offer us an example, but to show what a loyal son, a faithful
follower, and a human being needs.

Second, Jesus calls us to pray by His command: Christians ought always to pray and not lose
heart. Jesus says this in the context of having spoken about the kingdom of God. In Luke 17, the
Pharisees had come to Jesus and asked, “When is the kingdom of God coming?” On the one hand,
the kingdom of God had already come because the King had come. The Pharisees missed that. But
on the other hand, the kingdom is not yet in glory. That only comes when the King returns in glory.

Jesus is saying to the world and saying to His disciples, “The kingdom is in the midst of you,
and the kingdom is coming in glory.” At times, both of these statements can be difficult to believe.
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We may ask, Where is the evidence of the kingdom’s presence?
Why don’t we see a bigger difference in the world? And where
is the promise of His coming?

When doubt comes, when there is a lack of surety, prayer is
the recourse because prayer puts the Christian in contact with
God, the One who is in control. Prayer enables the Christian,
in the beauty of conversation, to be renewed in confidence
in God. He speaks to His people in His Word, and His people
speak to Him in prayer. In that dialogic life, they are built up
and encouraged.

“PRAYER ENABLES THE
CHRISTIAN, IN THE BEAUTY
OF CONVERSATION, TO BE
RENEWED IN CONFIDENCE
INGOD.”

Third, Jesus calls us to prayer by His instruction. Luke 11
contains what may be called a condensed version of the Lord’s
Prayer found in Matthew 6. Luke’s version of the Lord’s
Prayer contains five petitions, and only one of the petitions is
for physical needs: “Give us this day our daily bread.” Two of
the petitions concern spiritual needs in general—namely, the
holiness of God’s name and the coming of His kingdom. The final
two concern personal spiritual needs—namely, the forgiveness
of sins and not being led into temptation.

The Lord’s Prayer communicates the priorities of Christ
and His kingdom. These should also be the priorities of His
people. Jesus reorients us in this prayer to remember the priority,
centrality, and essential character of the spiritual interests of
the kingdom. The Lord’s Prayer calls for thoughtfulness and
reflection on these things.

Take to heart the Lord’s instruction, command, and example,
and take to heart His encouragement: Do not grow weary.

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

1. How is prayer both instrumental in

awakening and a fruit of awakening?

2. How do Jesus' prayer life and instruction
on how to pray show the spiritual focus of
prayer?

3. Why do you think Jesus tells us to not grow
weary in prayer? What are some ways you
grow weary in prayer, and how can the

Lord’s Prayer focus your prayers?

4. How can you be praying for your church in
light of the Lord’s Prayer?

CALL TO ACTION

READ about Jesus’ example, command, and
instruction on prayer in Luke 3:21-22; 5:12-16;
6:12-13; 9:18-20, 28-29; 11:1-13; 18:1-8; and
22:39-46.

MEMORIZE the shorter form of the Lord's
Prayer in Luke 11:2-4.

PRAY each day this week beginning with the
Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11, forming your prayer

along the themes to each petition.

ENCOURAGE someone who is growing weary
in prayer with the encouragement of Christ.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

The Lord’s Prayer with R.C. Sproul
Prayer with R.C. Sproul

“Prayer” by Ligonier Ministries

“Praying the Lord’s Prayer” from A Simple Way
to Pray by Martin Luther

A DEVOTIONAL ON AWAKENING
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https://learn.ligonier.org/series/the-lords-prayer
https://learn.ligonier.org/series/prayer/how-to-pray
https://learn.ligonier.org/guides/prayer
https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/praying-the-lords-prayer

WEEK 4

GOD’S GLORY:
THE CHIEF END OF AWAKENING

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS

1 Corinthians
1:26-2:5;

2 Corinthians
4:1-10

INTRODUCTION

The goal of every true awakening is the same as the goal of every
Christian life: to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. God’s glory is
manifested in awakening because the gospel exposes our sin, and
this magnifies the Lord. In this devotional, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson
describes ways that God is glorified through awakening and how
true awakening can also expose the sins of our culture to the end
that unbelievers look to the church and Christians as a model of
how life is to be lived: for the glory of God.

DEVOTIONAL

he Westminster Shorter Catechism begins with the question, “What is the chief end of man?”

It answers, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” Questions about
awakening could rightly be framed in the same way: “What is the chief end of awakening?” And
the answer is, “The chief end of awakening is that God may be glorified and enjoyed.”

Historically, these have been the hallmarks of true awakening: God has been glorified and
enjoyed. Yet we must also admit that an awakening can be a messy business, which we see in the
New Testament in the great city of Corinth. In some ways, the messiness of awakening shouldn’t
surprise us, because the gospel unearths and roots out all manner of sinfulness. One of the things
that happens in an awakening is that God’s Spirit, by God’s Word, stirs up the muck and mire
of human sin, and it is brought to the surface and put on full display. This is one way that God’s
glory is manifested in awakening. Let’s consider three additional ways.

The first is that God manifests His glory in the instruments He uses in an awakening. Paul
speaks about this 1 Corinthians 2, where he says he came “in weakness and in fear and much
trembling” (v. 3). If God is to get the glory, His people must be emptied of all desire to get that
glory themselves. The answer to the question of why Paul felt such weakness, fear, and trembling
is to be found in the way that God intended to glorify Himself.

Second, God is also glorified in the message that is preached. Paul says to the Corinthians,

“When I came to you ... I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
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crucified” (vv. 1-2). The church preaches a crucified Savior,
which is a stumbling block to some and folly to others. But this
Christ who was crucified is the power of God, the wisdom of
God, and the way to salvation. Therefore, the message preached
is countercultural. God is going to get the glory because He uses
the weak and despised things to show that the glory doesn’t
belong to those who preach, nor to those who listen. The glory
belongs to this amazing way of salvation that takes place through
the crucifixion. Yet the message that is preached is not the only
element that guarantees that the glory will be God’s. The way
that the message comes also guarantees it since preaching
comes to deaf, dead people. God wants it to be evident that the
spiritually deaf and the spiritually dead are raised by His power
through His Word and not through man’s power. It is the Word
that does the work. The Word brings people into the kingdom
of God. God uses instruments that guarantee His glory in a
marvelous way.

Third, God is glorified in the fruit that is produced in lives
that are transformed through repentance. Repentance is not
the passing emotion of a moment where one looks back and
says, “Well, I repented twenty years ago.” Repentance is the
turning around of our whole lives from sin to grace, from self
to God. Lives are transformed because affections and desires
are transformed. Thomas Chalmers famously called this
experience “the expulsive power of a new affection.” That is a
strange combination—a heavenly elixir that includes both an
overwhelming sense of love for the Lord Jesus Christ and along
with it, an increasing abhorrence of sin because it offends the
heavenly Father. There can never be an increasing love for the
Lord Jesus without an increasing abhorrence of sin. That is what
is awakened in a season of revival.

During the revival of his time, Jonathan Edwards said there
seemed to be something different in the whole town because
heaven had come down. It had not gotten rid of earth, but
heaven had come down. Thisis a great key to the impact that the
gospel makes. The world discovers there is a community that is
inexplicable in earthly terms that lives how life ought to be lived.

May God preserve the churches in these days so that
Christians find their neighbors coming to them and saying, “How
do you do that?” This is one of the reasons we ought not become
altogether pessimistic about society’s disintegration, because
in God’s mercy, its disintegration may drive people to turn to
living churches and to the people who belong to those living
churches and say, “Why is it that you are so different from us?”
Their hatred of the difference may become a longing for the
fruit of that difference, and it takes place in days of awakening
in a wonderful way.

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

1. Why is the chief end of man and the chief

end of awakening the same?

2. How do the instrument, message, means,
recipients, and fruit of the gospel all tend to
God’s glory?

3. What kind of witness can the church be to
a disordered and disintegrating society?
What are some examples of things that
might make people ask, “Why is it that you

are so different?”

4. How has this resource challenged you to
think differently about awakening?

CALL TO ACTION

READ 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 and 2 Corinthians
4:1-10 daily this week and reflect on what
Paul’s view of weakness and glory means for

your Christian life.
MEMORIZE 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.

PRAY each day this week with an
acknowledgment of your sin and frailty, naming
ways in which you struggle, and ask God to
grant you repentance and even work through

your weaknesses for His glory.

SHARE with someone how God has used your
sin and weakness for His glory as a way of
opening the door for the gospel.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

“Glory to God Alone (Part 1)” and “Glory to God
Alone (Part 2)” from God Alone with R.C. Sproul

“God's Glory” by Ligonier Ministries

"Seeking God'’s Glory” from Reformation Truths

with Michael Reeves

"Soli Deo Gloria: Glorifying God in Everything”

from Reformation Profiles with Stephen J.
Nichols

A DEVOTIONAL ON AWAKENING
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organization founded by Dr. R.C. Sproul in 1971 to proclaim, teach,
and defend the holiness of God in all its fullness to as many people as
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knowledge of God and His holiness, and our desire is to support the
church of Jesus Christ by helping Christians know what they believe,
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